
www.halesowen.ac.uk

A LEVEL POLITICS
SUMMER TASKS 
To succeed in A level Politics, you need to be able to analyse political 
information, research issues and to keep up to date with current affairs. 

Complete the 4 sections below and bring the completed work to your first 
class.

1. CURRENT AFFAIRS DIARY
As a Politics student, you need to keep up to date with news and current 
affairs. 

Task: Each week record at least one news article/story or report that has 
influenced UK Politics. 

You can look at the following news sources to get your stories:
-BBC News https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/politics

-Sky News: https://news.sky.com/politics

-The Guardian: https://www.theguardian.com/politics

2. POLITICS TERMINOLOGY 
As a politics student it is important you understand key terminology. 

Task: Using the Internet define the following terms (you only need to 
provide a simple definition):

•	 DIRECT DEMOCRACY

•	 REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY

•	 UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE

•	 PRESSURE GROUP

•	 HUMAN RIGHTS

•	 REFERENDUMS 

•	 FIRST PAST THE POST 
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DATE	      NEWS SOURCE    SUMMERY OF NEWS     IMPACT ON UK POLITICS

06.09.19   BBC News	      What happened?	   This has meant that...
	      website	      Why?		    

•	 MANIFESTO

•	 PARLIAMENT

•	 THE CABINET

•	 DEVOLUTION

•	 CONSTITUENCY 

•	 CODIFIED CONSTITUTION

•	 LEGITIMACY

•	 PLURALIST DEMOCRACY

•	 PARTICIPATION CRISIS

•	 POLITICAL PARTY

•	 TURNOUT

•	 IDEOLOGY

•	 ACCOUNTABILITY
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Task 3: Create a poster outlining the arguments FOR and AGAINST lowering the voting age in the UK. 
Use the Internet, information from the source above and the following sources:

•	 https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/articles-reports/2012/02/15/and-against-lowering-voting-age

•	 http://www.votesat16.org/about/

•	 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-46737013
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3. KEY POLITICAL DEBATES: CASE STUDY ‘VOTES AT 16’
Politics is about debating and discussing ideas and viewpoints as well as analysing and evaluating information. 
One of the key debates you will look at in the first few weeks is whether the voting age in the UK should be 
reduced to 16. 

Task 1: Watch the video and create a table outlining the main arguments FOR and 
AGAINST lowering the voting age https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MpKv2p_yJ04

Task 2: Read the following source. Highlight the main arguments from the source FOR 
and AGAINST lowering the voting age
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4. WHAT IS DEMOCRACY?
The first topic you will look at is the idea of democracy and assessment of the strength of democracy in the UK. 

Task: Watch the following documentary ‘Big Ideas that changed the world: Democracy’- 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o8KOUrVxYiw

Answer the following questions:

1.	 What is democracy?

2.	 What were the main developments in UK democracy? Create a mind map or timeline

3.	 Explain why democracy is important

4.	 What final message does Tony Benn say in relation to the importance of democracy?
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